
Seasonality

Timing and Duration of food aid programmes

A case Study from Malawi, 2002-2003

Zoltan Tiba

University of Cambridge



Significance of 

Emergency Food Aid Programme

GDP (2001) 8%

ODA (2001) 33%

Government spending 

on HIV/AIDS (2002/03)

1042%

TIP (2002/03) 964%

National production 15%

135 million USD

228 thousand MT



Duration of “Emergency”:

Conceptual problem

Malawi Disaster Preparedness Act:

“The declaration of a state of disaster […] shall remain in 
force for a period of three months from the date 
specified in the declaration. […] The president may, 
from time to time, extend or further extend such period 
by not more than another three months” (GOM 1991).

World Food Programme:

“WFP should provide emergency food aid for as short a 
time as possible, and should seek to bring about as 
far as possible a shift in assistance from relief 
operations to more development-oriented projects” 
(CFA 1981).



Duration of “Emergency”:

In Practice
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Emergency Food AidFamine

Harvest = 

1.6 MT

Harvest = 

1.9 MT

Harvest = 

1.7 MT

State of Disaster

Extensions





Timing and Duration of 

Emergency Food aid

May

Maize harvest

June

Rice harvest

May

Maize harvest

June

Rice harvest

Dike Construction Programme 
(The value of the Food Aid would cover 76% of the whole program)

Emergency food aid programme

Food aid 238 bags = 11,900 Kg

Population 1063 people (256 HH)

Beneficiaries 48% = 510 people (123 HH)

Food aid pp 24 Kg per person

Requirement 156 kg pcy = 13 Kg pcm

Impact 2 months covered

HUNGER



Targeting:

Who should receive food aid?



Targeting


